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1.0 INTRODUCTION AND BACKGROUND INFORMATION  

1.1 Program Authority – Action Being Requested of Indian Health Service 

This Environmental Assessment (EA) has been prepared for the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services 

(DHHS), Indian Health Service (IHS) to document the environmental review of proposed improvements to the 

existing wastewater system of the San Pasqual Band of Mission Indians (Band). IHS proposes to fund the Proposed 

Action under the Sanitation Facilities Construction (SFC) program. IHS, as Lead Agency, will use this EA to determine 

if improvements to the Tribe’s wastewater system would result in significant effects on the quality of the human 

environment. 

1.2 Goal To Be Accomplished 

The Band is proposing the construction of new wastewater and recycled water facilities. These new facilities include 

sewer gravity pipelines, lift stations, force mains and a wastewater treatment plant (WWTP) as well as a recycled 

water conveyance system (Proposed Project). These facilities would replace the existing individual septic system 

infrastructure throughout 5,450 acres of three districts (Districts A, B, and C) of the Band’s Reservation area, inclusive 

of a 325-acre portion of land northwest of District B for expected future development. See Figure 1.1: Regional 

Vicinity and Figure 1.2: District Map. 

Sewer infrastructure within the Band Reservation Area districts and trust and fee area would be constructed 

throughout 5,450 acres of the Band’s Reservation area (See Figure 1.3: Plan Overview). Each district would include 

the following improvements: 

District A: 

• Wastewater Treatment Plant 

• Gravity pipelines 

• Lift stations 

• Force mains 

District B: 

• Gravity pipelines 

• Lift stations 

• Force mains 

District C: 

• Gravity pipelines 

• Lift stations 

• Force mains 

Trust and Fee Land: 

• Gravity pipelines 

• Lift stations 

• Force mains

A portion of the Proposed Action area also exists within a Special Flood Hazard Area (SFHA) as designated by the 

Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA). 

This EA has been prepared pursuant to the requirements of Section 102(2)(c) of the National Environmental Policy 

Act of 1969 (NEPA), as amended, including the most recent amendments in 2025. The IHS is the lead federal agency 

to ensure compliance with NEPA for the Proposed Project. This EA follows the guidelines recommended in Indian 

Health Service Environmental Review Manual and other laws, regulations, and Executive Orders. 

The EA includes a discussion of any potential environmental effects which could be generated by the Proposed 

Project and determines whether or not an Environmental Impact Statement would be required. The EA includes 

mitigation measures to reduce any potential significant impacts to less than significant. 
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1.3 Report Objectives of the Proposed Project and IHS’s Subsequent Federal 

Action of Providing Federal Assistance 

The National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) requires federal agencies to assess the environmental effects of their 

proposed actions prior to making decisions. This environmental documentation discloses to decision-makers and the 

interested public a clear, accurate description of potential environmental effects resulting from proposed federal 

actions, and reasonable alternatives to those actions. Through NEPA, the U.S. Congress directed federal agencies to 

integrate environmental factors in their planning and decision-making processes and encourage and facilitate public 

involvement in decisions that affect the quality of the human environment. Federal agencies are required to consider 

the environmental effects of a Proposed Project; alternatives to the Proposed Project; and a No Action Alternative 

(assessing the potential environmental effects of not undertaking the Proposed Project). 

This report evaluates the Proposed Project’s potential impacts to environmental resources from the standpoint of 

NEPA and other applicable laws. As such, the objectives of the Proposed Project are to: 

1. Improve the overall health conditions of residents of the Band Reservation Area, by modernizing and 

centralizing the sewer infrastructure to provide for a safe, reliable means of disposal of the wastewater 

generated as well as minimizing potential environmental impacts due to the end of the effective lifespan of 

the existing individual septic-based sewage treatment systems.  

2. Accommodate a growing population on the Band Reservation Area by providing a community sewer system 

to convey and treat wastewater through a new WWTP. This sewer infrastructure would provide for 

increased wastewater treatment capacity, reducing health risks, nuisance odors associated with poorly 

treated wastewater, and increase the availability of recycled water throughout the Band Reservation Area, 

further increasing water efficiency during drought conditions experienced in the State. The updated sewer 

system would accommodate the needs of current and future population growth within the Band 

Reservation Area.  

Proposed Federal Action 

The proposed action is the approval of federal funding for the construction of the Tribe’s proposed project to 

construct and use the community wastewater system and WWTP for the Band as well as the abandonment of 

existing underground wastewater facilities. This EA constitutes adequate environmental analysis by the IHS in 

support of the Tribe’s proposed project, allowing for the IHS’s provision of Federal assistance (proposed action). 
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FIGURE 1.1: Regional Vicinity
San Pasqual Community Sewer 

Proposed Action Area
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FIGURE 1.2: District Map
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